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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Creates the “Water Before Coal Act.” Prohibits the 

Commissioner of the Department of Environment and Conservation from issuing a permit for 

surface coal mining unless the mining activity would not diminish the state’s water resources. 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 

       MINIMAL                 
 

 Assumptions: 

 

• No fiscal impact on state government.   

• According to the Department of Environment and Conservation, coal mining permits in 

Tennessee are issued by the Federal Office of Surface Mining.     

  

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 

 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 

 

 

        
James W. White, Executive Director 

 

/jaw 

 


